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NEPHI. 
One of the most stri peculiari- 
ties of the Book of ace Si which it 
has in common = the Scriptures 
is, that without gi _a@ direct des- 
cription of its ne a ters, the 
reader obtains nevertheless so clear 
and distinct a conception of the vari- 
ous persons, that each of them be- | 
comes as it were a living witness of 
its truth, and. conviction of its authen- 
ticity steals upon the mind of the 
reading sceptic in spite of himself. 
This feature will be observed right in 
the begi of this t book in 
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a hero in battle to execute some com- 
mandment of God that required the 
nerve of a man, we see him on other 
occasions as gentle as a child, forgiv- 
ing at once his repentant brothers the 
insults and abuses they had heaped 
upon him. The even temper which 
this great servant: of God manifested 
throughout his whole career, in so 
glaring » contrast with the passion 
outbursts, violent acti 
uent humiliations of 
and Lemuel, 
the conclusion that his mode‘ 
his food and his habits,’ were ome 
as not only to: bei in 


ons iples of temperance, 
| also in with: the 
of the 
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so Nephi was instructed in early youth 
in useful sciences, and having a sound 
mind ina sound body, soon outreached 
his brothers not only in the mere 
amount of learning, but alse in the 
comprehension of the great ultimate 
aim of all knowledge—God. Hence 
we see him alone among his brothers, 
turning to the Lord in humility, which 
resulted in the testimony he received 
for himself, that his father spoke by 
the Spirit of God, which gave him in- 
' fluence over the honest heart of his 
brother Sam, to whom and others in 
future he remained a teacher of righte- 
ousness, a benefactor, a Prophet, and 
a father to the end; even his own 
father selects him, in preference to all 
his other children, to execute the first 
mission in the new dispensation just 
then commenced. | 
A man like him, who, notwithstand- 
ing his rare attainments and compre- 
hensiveness of mind, retained so re- 
markable:a humility and childlike 
faith as we notice in all his words and 
actions—who, although of a strength 
and power of character that carried 
him triumphantly through all the ad- 
versities and vexations of his change- 
ful life, proved himself, nevertheless, | 
always a willing and self-denying in- 
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strument in the 
@ man who, bei 


hands of his Maker ; 

who, bei of his 

com. ons in light an er, never 
power, 


yiel to the temptations of vani 
and pride, nor for one moment coat 
his influence for his own aggrandise- 
ment, such a man could not but 
reach finally that height in the scale 
of beings, where he was considered 
worthy to see in visions the future of 
the kingdom of God, to have angels 
come to him to bring him m es 
from on high, to have a body capa 
to break the chains of his enemies. 
and to be invulnerable to the atbadas 
of the destroyer; and, really, we do 
not observe in the progress of his life 
a slackening of his energies, but Ne- 
phi, the aged, rejoices with the en- 
fervor of in 
aring the testimony of the coming 
Christ, and during all the fifty-five 
years of his labors as a Prophet, we 
see him enjoying the confidence and 
affection of the faithful and honest in 
heart of his people, and he leaves 
this place of action apparently not 
because he had become too weak for 
its requirements, but because he had 
grown strong and great enough fora 


“more exalted sphere. 


oon 


impression stamped upon their minds, 
that Jesus and his Apostles laid the 


of the Gospel of the kingdom— 
faith, repentance, and signs following. 
Ever since Joseph Smith has de- 


di 


foundation of the Church of Christ | will 
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“These signs shall follow them that believe.” | . 
Many of the Scripture readers of | same as they did, go about healing the 
the present day have the erroneous | sick, alee Alen Sekt &c.; they did 


it without asking any faith in the. 
people, and if you do the same, we 
ill believe in you.” That sounds 
sees, when they used to say aster 

show us a sign that-we might believe. 

If the signs were intended to make 


| 

| 
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by going about from city to city, from 

village to village, to work hoy 

to, show signs and wonders among the 

f unbelievers to convert them to their 

divine mission, and not. by the preach- evers, there was 3 chance for 

Jesus, but he rather declined the offer. 

i But to the question; was it by work- 

; , ing miracles or by preaching the Gos« 

A Jared. unto generation that he me of the kingdont, that Jesus and 

ad received the Apostolic Priesthood the Apostles made converts? 

by ine ordination, the cry has to the history which we have, 

all the‘hireling priests, ‘‘if| many believed in the words:of Jesus 

i ceived the same.power as | and the Apostles, and signs followed 

a the ancient. Apostles, why not de the | them, which signs caused many others 


but we can find a marked. difference 
between the two classes: of believers, 
the last-mentioned were. those 
were fed by thousands on loaves and 
fishes, but when Jesus commenced to 
teach principles by which they might 
be sa they turned their back upon 
- When Jesus asked the true believers | 
if they wanted to er them, the 
answer W Lord, rd, W shall we go, | 
for thow bast. the of It 


we examine the ——e 3 and the la- 
bors of Jesus and the A es min- | 
utely, we will find the part of 
their labors, in all their travels, was 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, 
and the signs were to follow them that 
believed. The first opening of the 
Gospel dispensation was the mission 
of John the Baptist. What miracles | a 
did he perform? Not any, yet thou- 
sands believed, repented, and were | fri 
baptized by him and his disciples. | 
These were taught that the kingdom 
of heaven was nigh at hand, hence | is 
they were anxiously looking for the | an 


to. marvel and to believe in» ’ ‘are. 
ae 
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gether to show a great and mighty | believed 


~ 


af 
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ing, Lord, if ‘thou wilt, thou camel 

If the Lord: wanted to: make converte a 

came to Jesus, a 

the word only, and my se a 

nt MM be healed.” It was so. 

und so great faith, no, not in Israek® 

this case, as im many others, we a 

cept the faith of one for'another, ad 

rents in behalf of their children; 
ends or relations in -beltalf: of thon 

sssed of evil spirits, as .we have 
d power todo mighty niiraclesimt 

Messiah to come. and of himself, but in all cases that ae 

He came and was baptized by John. | we have on record, when individualé he 
After he had about forty days’ private | required blessings, he demanded faith ae 
schooling in the wilderness, he camé | in the a ing, as in the case = 
and commenced his labors. Whatdid | of the two blind men came to dak 

hedo? Did-he call the people to- | for their sight ; he asked them if the ag 
he was able, and they 

mirac: e, give & name mevy dic then, said the, Be at 
Verily, no. See Math. iv, 17, ‘From | you according to your faith, The SS 
that time Jestis began to , and | same with the father of:the child that os 
to say, Repent, for the dom of | was possessed with the evil spirit; a 
heaven is at hand.” Was he not as | Jesus. said, if you can be all a 
able to make converts without miracles mp ossible: to him: thi J a. 

as was John the Yes. See | If the Lord did heal th 

Math. iy. 23, ‘‘ And Jesus went about | sight to the blind, and sy a 
all. Galilee, teaching in théir syna- | dumb, without: faith or 

gogues, and preaching the py be receiver, why should he d | Bi 
the kingdom.” ‘Whatfollowed? Why, | in others: before ‘He wor 

h all manner of sickness among | blessing: unto then? Anc 

the people.” That looks like signs fol- | did bestow such blessingy on 
lowing the believers. Great multi- | who believed inhizh: in one 
tudes gathered to him, and ‘he con- | not in. this But we 
have faith in | amples that Jesus:and ‘the 

hes we liave a vety striking ex- 
amiple in his sermon on the Mount, | form miracles on ‘of unboiet, a 
ho said, “Ask, anid it shall be | Seo Mark 
Fen -you and: ye shall find, | there do no'mighty workystvetintim 

and it Ibe opened untoyou;” | laid his hands ‘upon fow:sick folky 
he; whien' ye: do: and healed them: And he marvelle® 
believe: that ‘you shall teceive,:| becwuse of their unbelief” 
forthe Lord is more willing to give’ | did he do to:get them to beliove, was 
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it working miracles? No, for he could 
not work them there, but he went about 
the villages, teaching the people to 
have faith. Paul 
cometh “ne earing the wo 
God, and not seeing miracles, but 
signs or s following the be- 
liever, confirms him more in the truth. 
Jesus called Twelve Apostles, and 
sent them out (Mark vi, 12). hat 
did they do when they went out, was 
it to work miracles? No friends, they, 
like their Master, went out and 
preached that men should repent, and 
then the signs followed them that be- 
lieved. As it was previous to the 
death of the Lord, so it was after his 
resurrection, only he extended the 
mission of the Twelve from the house 
of Israel to all the world, but the 
blessings and the terms of salvation 
were still the same, as we can see in 
Mark xvi, 16. ‘‘Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature ;’ not as the world will have 
it, go and do miracles to every crea- 
ture that they might believe; but 
those that believe your testimony, 
baptize them, not as the apostate 
Christians will have it, sprinkle little 
babes, and they shall be saved. It is 
true the innocent babe will be saved, 
not because he is sprinkled, but be- 
cause he is innocent. ‘‘And these 
signs shall follow them that believe.” 
ow positive and plain these words 
are. it possible that our Lord and 
Savior e a mistake in this pro- 


mise, that he only intended for the 


signs to last but for a short time, then 
they would cease? According to the 
testimony of Peter, it seems that he 
understood him the same as Mark, for 
Peter said on the day of Pentecost, in 
answer to the cry, What shall we do? 
Repent and be baptized for the re- 
mission of your sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for 
the promise is unto as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” I wonder if 
the Lord does not call in our day? if 
he does, the signs should follow them 
that obey the call. 


» ‘When the Apostles met with one | Pharisees 
accord on the day of Pentecost, after 
having been clothed with the power of 
‘God; the Holy Ghost, how did they 


to the 


great multitude that 


had. resurrected? Was it. by 
he dead, or by doing some 
other great miracle? Scripture an- 


swers No, but through preaching the 
cor 36:3 and in those days three thou- 
sand were added to the Church by 
baptism. But some might think that 
the gift of ton which was dis- 
played s0 greatly on that day, was a 
miracle to convince them. I doubt it 
very much, for many of those present 
thought that the speakers were drunk. 
Tt was nothing less than the word of 
God through his servants that con- 
vinced the ple. If we were to 
follow the footsteps of the Apostles, 
(and many others that were sent) in 
all cases, they preached the word of 
God to the people, signs and wonders 
followed them. But some might be © 
ready to ask, what is the reason that 
the signs do not follow the Christian 
churches of this day, for they believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and some have been 
baptized by immersion. It is not for 
want of honesty of heart in thousands 
who have obeyed the different creeds 
of the day, but for want of God’s au- 
thority in the ministers to go out to 
preach, and to administer in the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, as the Apostle 
Paul said, how can they preach unless _ 
they are sent. Whoistosend? The — 
Lord. Who has sent the tens of thou- 
sands that are living on the fat of the 
land and the earnings of the poor, and 
are making merchandise of the souls 
of men, by teaching the doctrines of 
men and devils, for every doctrine 
that is contrary to the doctrine of 
Christ, is of men or devils. Can 
it be possible that God and his Son, 
Jesus Christ, hath sent them? No, 
my friends, they have taken the re- 
sponsibility unto themselves, they have 
hired out for the highest wages, they 
teach the doctrines that tickle the 
ears of those who have engaged them, 
and if they get a chance of more 
wages, they will jump at the offer, at 
the sacrifice of honor and conscience, 
to preach a different doctrine. By 
their pious, long faces,” like unto the 

isees of old,—with | 


-whom the Jews had crucified, 


‘No; but they have the signs of ‘the: 


| 
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a cloak,—the world are ° 
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opposite, hatred to the tr 
contention, malice, in 
confusion. esus said, a house di- 


vided against cannot stand, but 
they say that they can stand, and all 


be saved. They ce, 
but soon a sudden 
come upon them. 

When Joseph Smith came forth to 
usher in this last dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he came like unto 
his Master and the fu gee of old, 
crying repentance, and baptism for 
the remission of sins, laying on of 
hands for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost, following the believers. 
The blind have received their sight, 
the deaf their hearing, the dumb t 
speech, and the sick have been healed 

among all nations as far as the Elders 
have gone. 


monument of in the 
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MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM ANNUAL | CONFERENCE,’ 
HELD IN THE TEMPLE-STRBET, AUG. 


(Reported by Elder Joseph 


There were present on the Sinai | 
Elders Fran D. Richards, Presi- 
dent of the Euro an Missions ; C. 
W. Penrose and W. B. Preston, from 
the Liverpool office ; Aurelins Miner, 
President of the Manchester District ; 
James McGaw, President of the N ot- 
tingham District; Moses Thatcher, 
President of the Birmingham Confe- 
rence ; Richard Benson, President of 
the Preston Conference ; ; Edwin Wal- 
ker, President of the Sheffield Con- 
ference ; Isaac Kimball, President of 
the Leicester Conference; Joseph Law- 
son, President of the Herefordshire 
Conference ; Isaac Alldridge, Presi- 
dent of the Staffordshire Conference, 
and Samuel Southwick, President of 
the Norwich Conference. Heber 
Young, Travelling Elder in the Lon- 
don Conference; Nathan Baldwin, 
Travelling . Elder in the Staffcrdshire 
Conference ; James Stuart, Zebulon 


Jacobs, Henry C. Jacobs, and Henry 


Moore, 


in the 


The ‘“‘The morning 
breaks,” d&c. ‘by Elder: A. 
Miner. Singing by the choir: = 
Elder Moses Thatcher, in a few in- 
troductory remarks, congratulated the 
Saints upon the pleasant circumstances 
with which they were to-day: stir 
rounded, and called upon the noe to 

laboring in the Conference to 


rt their districts. 
der Stuart in re his is lors 
in the Ashted, W. 


and Datlaston Bren 
said he was proud to labor am 
people whose worth could: be ju 
not only from the: financial 


of their lives. Out door 
had been. attended. to’ with good 
cess, and the Saints were striving to 
a for their: future 
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Elder Zebulon Jacobs said it was 
with peculiar feelings that he stood 
before so large a congregation. He 
had recently left his home in the 
mountains, to come and teach the 
sare of the Gospel. Some of 

e Saints he found rather cool, but 
by the blessings of God he had been 
enabled to induce such to do better. 
The Saints where he labored were a 
good people, and the servants of God 
were not backward in bearing testi- 
mony to the truthfulness of this great 
work. He concluded by exhorting 
the Saints to press forward. 

Elder Henry Moore said the Saints 
as a whole felt well, and manifested a 
great desire to do their duties ; they 
received the servants of God kindly, 
and wished to see them again. He 
had visited his friends and relatives 
at Wolverhampton, who also received 
him well, and he wished to say that 
he was on hand to do all that was re- 
quired of him by the servants of God. 
_ Elder Henry C. Jacobs said it was 
a pleasure to him to bear testimony 
that he was engaged in the great work 
which God had set up never more to 
be thrown down. It was a source of 
pleasure to know that the Saints as a 
whole were living to the best of their 
ability, and he felt it to be his duty, 
which was a pleasing one, to go 
amongst them, teaching them to live 
their religion, and also striving to 
bring back those who had in part 
fallen from the faith. He concluded 
by praying that God’s blessings might 
attend our labors. 

Elder Moses Thatcher read the 
Financial and Statistical Reports of 
the Conference for the half year end- 
ing June 30th, which were accepted 
as being very satisfactory. He said 
that he could report his labors with 
pleasure, for he had never labored 
amongst any people with more satis- 
faction, than amongst the Saints of 
the Birmingham Conference. They 

everywhere, and on all occasions, 
received him with warm expressions 
of kindness. They were united and 
onious, and were striving dili 
gently to live up to the light of the 
ospel. He spoke commendably of 
the young Elders who had been sent 
to labor with him. Said it was truly 
gratifying to witness their readiness 
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to bear testimony to the people of the 
world, or to instruct, co and 
cheer the hearts of the Saints. The 
Branch Presidents and local Priest- 
hood had also worked zealously, and 
had gained the esteem and merited 
the praise of their brethren. Their 
testimonies had been heard, and peo- 
le began to we the 
orant e that we had been re- 
had been some ex- 
citement in the world recently, about 
the reported ‘‘split up” in Utah ; but 
if the world had understood and 
known what we understand concern- 
ing all such matters, they would not 
so readily allow themselves to be con- 
cerned about such reports. Said he 
would rejoice to see the same unity, 
strength, and power existing in the 
world, that he knew existed in Zion. 
The Saints need not fear, there it was 
peace and happiness, and the people 
were rejoicing in their holy religion. 
President Franklin D. Richards 
denied, in the most positive language, 
that such a thing was known in Utah 
as a ‘split up” amongst the ‘‘ Mor- 
mons. ”’ He said it sometimes occurred 
that people got tired of doing right, 
and wanted to quit the company of 
the Saints. This is all that happened 
in the shape of a “‘ split up,” and all 
that was likely to happen. It had 
been reported in the newspapers that 
Elders Orson Pratt, Orson Hyde, and 
Amasa M. Lyman had been cut off the 
Church, this was entirely untrue. He 
then presented the Authorities of the 
Church, who were unanimously sus- 
tained by uplifted hands. 
Singing by the choir. Benediction 
by Elder W. B. Preston. 


| 2 p.m. 

Singing by the choir. Prayer by 
Eider James McGaw. Singing. 

Elder Charles W. Penrose said it 
gave him much pleasure to meet with 
so many otf his old friends with whom 
he had rejoiced in the Gospel in years 
gone by. The hymn that had been 
just sung said, ‘‘As thy day thy 
strength shall be,” and being thus en- 
couraged, he would endeavor to ad- 
dress them feeling his need of reli- 
ance on the Spirit of God. He was 
much pleased with the reports of the 


young brethren from Zion, and ap- 
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iated the good and earnest spirit | sins, 


they manifested. Onur leader 
did not call men to go on missions be- 


cause of their talents or intellectual | 


endowments, but as the Spirit of the 
Lord guided him he sent forth the 
young and inexperienced as‘ well as 
the of, irrespective of their acquire- 


ments, and they had always been sus- 


tained of God in fulfilment of the Cie 
mise ‘‘as thy day thy strength sha 

be.” Referring to the re d schism 
in the Church in Utah, he said he 
could bear testimony that there was 
never greater unity in the Church 
than at the present time, both at home 
and abroad. The Lord had promised 
that in these latter days the kingdom 
should not be overcome as in former 
times, but that it should never be 


thrown down nor given to another | 


people, and had laid the foundation 
of it with a view of perpetuity, while 
He had also determined that eve 


tree which he had not planted himself 


should be rooted up, and the Elders 
of Israel were banded together in a 
holy covenant, never to cease their 
labors until sin should be overcome, 
the truth be established, the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdom of 
our God, and until every knee should 
bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus was Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father, 

He then showed the great distinc- 
tion between this Church and all other 
religious denominations—viz., that it 
was established and is carried on by 
direct revelation from heaven. Show- 
ed that as universal Christendom had 
‘no communication with God, neither 
professed to have, there could be no 
authority among them to officiate in 
his name. He compared the autho- 
rity, power, and doctrines of the an- 
cient Apostles, with that of their pro- 
fessed successors, and showed the wide 
difference between them ; proved that 
the Apostles held the same Priesthood 


as Christ had—namely, the Melchise- 


dec Priesthood, which none of their 
a successors even claimed to 

ve, and showed that the same 
Priesthood, power, and principles of 
‘ancient Christianity were in the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Explained the. principles of faith, re- 
pentance, baptism for the remission of 


the gift of the Hol 
cluded by bearing ny tH 
had from the heavens to Joseph 
Smith, and through him had raised up 
this Church, referring to thé miratu- - 
lous power manifested in its establish- 
ment, and expressing his joy at know- 
ing that his testimony found an echo 
in the hearts of all true Latter-da 
Saints, and that every trath-seoke: 
could obtain the same testimony by 
obedience tothe Gospel. 
The choir sang, “We thank thee 0 
” Benediction by — 


God for a Prophet.’ 
Elder Richard Benson. — 


Singing by the choir. Prayer b; 
Elder Samuel Southwick. 
President Franklin D. Richards said, 
in rising to address so large a congre- 
gation, he desired the aid of the Spirit 
of God to enable him to do so profit- 
ably to all. The Saints in the Bir- 
mingham Conference appeared to be 
a body of good peo, ut it was ne- 
cessary that they should improve, 
ing on frém faith to faith, growing b 
degrees in knowledge and in goodness 
until their salvation should be per- 
fected. We had learned the necessity 
for the birth of the Spirit. For 
whereas we knew the natural things 
of man by the spirit of man, we had 
found that the ching of God could 
only be known by the Spirit of God. 
He would call the attention of the 
congregation to this latter day work. 
the building up of the Church, an 
the gathering together of a people to 
the vales of Utah, where there was & 
population of nearly 150,000 people 
gathered from many different nations, 
where at least 15 different langasgce 
were spoken, and yet | 
great body of people, once rin 
so much in their habits and faith, 
there was such wonderful unity, peace 
and happiness. There was no paral- 
lel to this in the history of nations. 
English statesmen had acknowledge 
that they could not have accomphshs 
such a work as Prigham Young hat 
done. These Fg, had not been 
brought about by human’ power or 


education, for President Young, one 


of the greatest friends-the- 
shad, had but a few weeks’s 
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in his life. 


Not that he admired ignorance in it- 
self, but he wished to show the bles- 
sings of God which had attended the 
humble and unlearned who were faith- 
ful to his commandments. He then 
referred to the bitter trials and perse- 
cutions to which the Church in America 
had been subjected, all of which had 
resulted in a blessing to the Saints. 
The Saints in this country need not 
be discouraged at not having had to 
endure these things, for the time 
would come when all would be tried, 
until they would have to lean upon 
the Lord and trust fully in his divine 
power. He referred to the fact of 
over 50,000 Saints having emigrated 
from this country to Zion, which would 
have broken up any other society, but 
our congregations were still large, and 
the life and power of our faith were 
still manifest, which proved that di- 
vine power attended this work and 
sustained it. 

He then related his experience in 
receiving the Gospel. His joy when 
he first heard it, and his fear that it 
was too good to be true, and how, by 
obeying the instructions of the servant 
of God, he obtained a testimony of its 
truth from God for himself. Refer- 
red to the statement which had been 
copied from paper to paper through- 
out England and America, that three 
of the Twelve Apostles had been ex- 
communicated, and had caused a 
schism in the Church; said it was a 
base fabrication of a scurrilous sheet 
printed and circulated by our ene- 
mies to try to do usinjury. There 
was no schism in the Church, and it 
was not true that those brethren had 
been cut off. It was true that from 
time to time some who were with us, 
but not of us, became dissatisfied and 
went away, and the Ch:rch was like 
every other living thing, accustomed 
at times to throw off its refuse parti- 
cles, as the horse sheds his coat in the 
season thereof, becoming smoother 
and healthier by the operation, so the 
Sh of God parted with that 
was not necessary for its growth, but 
which had become dead ny impure, 
leaving it purer, stronger, and better 


This work had been ac- | 
complished then by the power of God. 


in every way. The Queen of this 
realm, much as she was deservedly 
respected for her virtues, did not 
receive the manifestations of love 
and confidence from her subjects, 
which President Young received from 
the Saints in the ky Mount- 
ains. He could bear testimony that 
the kingdom of God was not divided, 
but that it would continue to grow 
until it would bear rule over all the 
earth, and the time for the accom- 
plishment of this would not be so long 
as might be imagined, for God was 
working mightily in the earth, and 
would permit the wicked to destroy 
each other, while he would bless his 
people, and give them rule and do- 
minion forever. The Saints would 
never leave those mountains until 
they returned to build up the centre 
Stake of Zion upon the scene of their | 
former persecutions. When that should 
come to pass, the American nation — 
would not be in a position to treat 
them as it had treated them before. 
The blood of innocence was upon the 
skirts of that nation, and it was drag- 
ging them down from the ition 
which they formerly occupied in the 
family of nations, and the hand of the 
Lord would be against them until 
there was not a tongue to wag against 
the servants of the Lord upon all the 
consecrated land. He then referred 
to the doctrine of plural marriage, 
showed that it was a divine institution, _ 
and contrasted its effects in Utah with 
the beastly and degrading effects of 
monogamy, as seen among the nations 
of Christendom. Still it could not be 
practiced in this country with the pre- 
sent spirit that prevailed here, in con- 
sequence of the jealousy, quarrelling, 
and strife that would prevail, for it 
could only be practiced in purity and 
happiness, under the influence of the 
Spirit of the Gospel. He concluded 
by exhorting husbands and wives to 
be faithful to their marriage vows, 
children to be dutiful to their parents, 
and strangers present to seek to the 
Almighty God for a knowledge of the 
truth. 

After singing by the choir, meeting 
was dismissed with benediction by 


President F. D. Richards. 


Prosperity doth best discover vice, but adversity doth best discover virtue. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR: 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1807, 


NECESSITY OF PRESENT REVELATION. 

‘‘ Since,” in the language of the Apostle Paul, ‘‘it has pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save some,” the question often occurs to the minds 
of the young Elders as to the best way in which this can be accomplished, 
upon what subjects they should principally dwell, or what line of reasoning or 
testimony they should adopt, in order to treat upon the vast subject of salva- 
tion, in the most straightforward and proper manner, so as to commend it to the 
- consideration of well ordered minds in.its most engaging and commanding 
aspect. It was with feelings of this sort that we first commenced our ministry, 
_and when about to start on our first mission, called upon President Young, 
and asked him if he had any counsel to offer us ; he replied, ‘‘teach the peo- 
ple, wherever you go, the necessity of present revelation.” 

The importance of this is obvious to every reflecting mind, The orthodox 
churches of our day take shelter under the comfortable conclusion that no more 
revelation is needed, and that no more revelation is permitted by the ancient 
Scriptures ; and further, that those who have the presumption to claim the 
blessing of present revelation, render themselves liable to all the plagues 
written in the Revelation of St. John the Divine. With these views inculea- 
ted in their minds from youth up, by their parents and preachers, however 
honest and pure of heart they may be, they cannot believe in a divine record 
like the Book of Mormon, or any other modern revelation, until they are 
made to see the error of this false notion. Hence it is plainly to be seen that 
the necessity of present revelation is the first point upon which honest in- 
quirers must be satisfied before they can feel at liberty to believe the great 
truths connected with the ushering in of the dispensation of the fulness of 
times. | 

The fact that no doctrine of the Gospel is fully explained in the Bible, so that 
all people understand it correctly and alike, is one of the strongest reasons for 
_ the necessity of present revelation. But as no reasons, however strong, can 

be sufficiently so, if it is prohibited by the word of God, let us see whether 
there really exists any prohibition in the word of God to his giving more of his 
will to man. The Scripture bearing the strongest appearance of this is found 
in Revelation xxii, 18: ‘‘ If any man shall add unto these things, God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book.” New, what book 
was here meant to which nothing was to be added? Was it the Bible? No, 
for there was no such book in existence at that time as the Bible, nor until 
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many years after this injunction was given. Some of the epistles now con- 
tained in the New Testament were scattered among all the churches of Asia 
and Palestine, while others were not yet written, so that it could not be the 
Bible that was meant by John when he said, ‘‘ Whoso addeth to the words of 
this book,” &c., but it must have been that particular book, the Revelation, 
which he was then completing, that was contemplated in the commandment, — 

If it were possible that the Lord intended there should be no more Scrip- 
tures given after the writing of that Revelation, then the Gospel of St. John 
must be rejected, besause it was written several years after the Revelation, 
and John was liable to have the plagues which were written in that book added 
to him, because he added his Gospel after the Revelation was written; but 
the fact that he wrote his Gospel afterwards, is good and sufficient proof that 
it was not meant there should be no more revelation given, no more Scriptures 
written, or that the Lord would do no more great things in the earth, but only 
to prohibit any addition to that particular Revelation. 

The same may also be said of the Lord’s commandment to Israel through 
Moses, in Deuteronomy iv, 2: ‘‘ Ye shall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it,” &. Now it is evident 
that the Lord intended this to prohibit any addition to the law only, and not 
to prohibit all further prophesyings, for if so, all the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, as well as the New, would have to be set aside as forbidden, and 
no sane person could take this view of it. So far from Moses and John taking 
the view that the schools, professors, and Christians of the present day take of 
the discontinuance of revelations and prophecies, Moses said he ‘‘ would to 
God that all the Lord’s people were Prophets,” and prophesied himself that 
the Lord would raise up a Prophet like unto him, meaning Christ ; and John, 
some eight or ten years after the Revelation, wrote his Gospel, knowing there 
was no good reason why he should not, for it had been given in the Revelation 
itself, chap. x, verse 11: ‘‘ Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 
and nations, and tongues, and kings.” From these sayings we see plainly 
that Moses and John considered the way was perfectly clear for more revela- 
tions and prophecyings, as indeed it was, and is to-day, and ever will be. 

The Bible is replete in every part with promises of revelation, prophecies, 
visions, and marvellous wonders to be wrought in the latter times. Jesus 
said, Math. xxiv, 14: ‘‘This Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come.” Paul, 
also, in contemplating our great latter-day work, said, Eph. i, 10: ‘‘ That in 
the dispensation of the fulness of timeshe might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth: even in 
him.” John, also, in the famous Revelation which Christians believe forbids 
more revelations, in the 14th chap. and 6th verse, teaches that another angel 
was to come “‘ having the everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,” and this 
was not in his day, nor in any previous day, but as is shown in the 4th chap. 
Ist verse, ‘‘ which must be hereafter,” alluding to the day in which we live. 

From the foregoing we see unmistakably that instead of these great Prophets 
and Apostles declaring anything against further revelation, they all taught 
that there was to be revelation, ministering of angels, and a restoration of the 
Gospel of the kingdom, which kingdom is now set up, and the Gospel thereof 
ye Elders of Israel are now preaching to the nations of the earth ; and one of the 
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greatest obstacles you have to contend sanitank’ is, the popular opinion that there 
is to be no more revelation, 

Another supposed objection to further revelation is contained in Paul’s 
words to Timothy: ‘‘ From a child thou has known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation.” Let us inquire how could the law 
of Moses and the prophecies of the Old Testament, which were all the Scrip- 
tures that Timothy had known from his youth up, hake, him wise unto sal- 
vation? Simply by showing him that Christ was to come, and by wed 
his attention to the new ‘dispensation, so that he might discern it when 
should come. Surely the Scriptures could not baptize Timothy for the remis- 
sion of his sins, nor confirm upon him the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands. They could only be to him a ‘‘sure word of prophecy,’ anto which 
he, and all others who are seeking after truth, would ‘‘ do well that they take 
heed until the day dawn, and the day star (which is the Holy Ghost) should 
arise in their hearts.” If, indeed, as Christians now-a-days would have us 
believe, that the Old Testament Scriptures were able to save Timothy, they 
could save us as well. Then what would be the use of the writings of Paul 
and the other Apostles, which are now considered quite as good Scriptures, 
and rather better, than those which Timothy had? ‘Take whatever view we 
can, from the Bible, of the proposition that there is to be no more revelation, 
it turns out in every way ridiculously absurd. There is no such sentiment 
conveyed therein, but on the contrary, the book abounds in every part with 
predictions and promises of further revelations, the most definite and ex- 
tensive, which are now fulfilling and are yet to be fulfilled. 

Having seen that there is no Bible reason for rejecting new revelation, go 
forward, then, brethren, in the humility and spirit of your holy calling, and 
testify of the Gospel restored in its fulness and power, of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of baptism for the remission of sins, of the laying on of hands 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit, of the various doctrines and ordinances of the 
Gospel, of the divinity of the Book of Mormon, and of the mission of the Pro- 
phets Joseph and Brigham, and the Apostles also, as the Holy Spirit shall 
direct and aid you, and all this not because it is Scriptural, although it is abun- 
dantly confirmed by both the Bible and the Book of Mormon, but because it 
has been revealed unto you in your day, and because you have been autho- 
rized and commanded to do so. Therefore, as has been committed to us, so 
we deliver unto you, that you teach the people the necessity of present revela- 
tion. 


Arrivep.—Elder BrighamYoung, Jun., and his lady, together with Elder John 
W. Young, arrived in the city last evening (Sept. 24th,) by the eastern stage. 
They were all in excellent health and will be weleomed home by their numer- 
ous friends and by the community in general. We understand they left the 
emigrant train at Independence Rock.—Salt Lake Sh hn 


NOTICE.—The District will be held in the 
ance Hall, Grosvenor-street; Manchester, on Sunday the 3rd of November, 
prox. The Saints in the District will please take notice, and govern them- 
selves accordingly. A full attendance is requested, as far as parte ; 
Morning service at 10.30. : A. Mrvzr, District President. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA. 
Great Salt Lake City, 

, Sep. 15, 1867. 

Dear brother Franklin, —No very 
wonderful events, in connection with 
the history of Utah, have been chroni- 
cled for a little time past. The Pre- 
sident and party are travelling pretty 
extensively among the people, and 
doing much good. Their journeyings 
and teachings you find recorded in the 
pe of this city, of which, further, 

need not now write. 

The grasshoppers have taken quite 
a share of our late crops, but the wheat 
crop is mostly saved. We need not 
want for bread. 

It has required considerable energy 
to keep up a healthy state of business 
generally through the season. ‘The 
summer is wearing away with but 
little prospect of improvement. Money 
is very scarce. Heavy freights are 
arriving, and not money to pay freight- 
ers readily. All business is crippled, 
and business men are experiencing a 
severe ordeal. 

Last night we had a heavy rain, the 
first for some time, and with it has 
come quite a change. The day is 
cloudy and cold with chilling winds, 
reminding one that autumn has really 
come. A fire in the house is almost 
required to be comfortable. The 
change of the season has brought with 
it considerable sickness among child- 
ren and many deaths. The quality 
of fruit has been much injured by the 
grasshoppers. The leaves having been 
stripped from the trees, the fruit has 
wilted instead of ripening in many 
cases, affecting, no doubt, its healthful 

ities, and making it questionable 
whether it will keep as well in winter. 
A serious blight has followed the 
march of that innumerable and de- 
vastatingarmy. Serious consequences 
are anticipated for next season, as 
they are leaving the soil literally 
stuffed with their eggs in many places. 
There is, however, a large supply of 
flour on hand, and no prospect of any 
extensive market to take it away. 
The destruction of much of the corn 


crop, and the demand for oats and 


barley, will make wheat the principal 
article for food both for man and 
beast, and we cannot say that we have 
any too much of it in view of future 
prospects. 

Indian depredations have not en- 
tirely ceased. We hear of talks for 
peace, even by Black Hawk, and the 
next we hear is ‘‘Indian murders,” 
‘shot by Indians,” &c. When this 
state of things will cease I know not, 
only as it shall please the great Over- 
ruler of all things to stay the wrath 
of the savages, and order peace to 
dwell in some small portion of the 
land where his Saints are. The Pro- 
phets declare that his people should 
be blessed with the abundance of 
peace and truth, but as yet neither 
abound where the savages reign. We 
will pray for the time to come when 
this prophecy shall be fulfilled. Com- 
panies of men are in Sanpete yet from 
this city and county, having been 
months away. General Pace has the 
supervision of military affairs in that 
section of country. Major-General 
Burton, of this district, has also paid 
it a visit on two or three occasions 
during the season. 

Our new Tabernacle will be in 
readiness for the October Conference, 
three weeks hence. It is onward to 
completion at a very rapid rate, ae 
three hundred men are employed. 
The platform, raised about 4 feet, 
occupies about one-third of the space, 
and isin the west end. About one- 
third of the centre is level floor, and 
from that the floor raises gradually to 
the east end. It will all be seated 
with easy and comfortable seats. The 
Bishop’s stand is in the centre of, and 
directly under, or in front of, the 
raised portion, and on the level floor. 
In the front and centre of the plat- 
form is first, the seat for the Presi- 
dency of the Stake, in rear of that, 
the seat for the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, and in rear of that again, 
the seat for the First Presidency, each 
raised above the other, and . ee 
in rear of all, the immense organ on & 
platform still higher, while the choir 
will be seated on either side and in 
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front of the organ, in the rear of which 
are two entrances to singers’ seats, 
This building may justly be considered 
the wonder of the American continent 
in architectural achievements. The 
ceiling is full of small round ventila- 
tors, which pleasurably add to its ap- 

arance, and with the many large 
side doors and windows, will make a 
very healthy and airy place for sum- 
mer, even with densely crowded audi- 
ences. 

I do not purpose to make of this a 
lengthy communication, but may find 


time to write you soon relative to the 


general tendency and: spirit of the in- 
structions publicly given to the people 
by the leading Elders. 
neighborhood, and so far as I know of 
those abroad, except the maimed, 
(William is perhaps doing 
as well as possible. 

With love to the brethren with you 
in the office, and all who are true to 
our Father’s kingdom, I am yours; 
brotherly, 

S. W. Ricuarps. 


DIXIE 


FAIR. 


(Semi-W eekly Telegraph.) 


| St. George, Sept. 9, 1867. 

Friday and Saturday of last week 
were glorious days for Our Dixie. 
The Gardeners’ Club Fair for South- 
ern Utah was held in the Hall in this 
city. 

At one o’clock the doors were open- 
ed to the public, and for two hours 
the rooms of the Hall were well filled. 
Doors were then closed, and the work 
of receiving and arranging went for- 
ward, as the specimens from some of 
the more remote settlements did not 
— in time in the fore part of the 

ay. 

At 10 o’clock on Saturday, a multi- 
tude had gathered and doors were 
again opened, when a dense throng 
— their way in and enjoyed a 
east of the sight, for such a sight— 
such show of fine fruits, was never 
before seen in these inland mountain 

eys. 

The great points of attraction and 
interest leaned strongly towards fruits, 
manufactured fabrics, and articles for 
ne and household use. Among 
the fruits the 

GRAPES | 
took the lead. There was no exten- 
sive variety bearing this season, the 
Black serene Black Cluster, White 
Raisin, Isabella; White Chasselas, 
seedlings were the principal. The 
Hamburg in size and ted the 
list, whilst two pound clusters of the 


Old Mission, in all their juicy ripen 
looked exceedingly tempting, and the 
white grapes, the Isabe and other 
sorts, were hard to be excelled, either 
in size or flavor. One specimen of 
Isabella, grown by brother Jeffreys, 
in this city, was the largest I ever 
saw, the berries measuring nearly an 
inch in diameter. 8 

It was truly encouraging to behold 
so many excellent specimens of Dixie’s 
staple fruit, when it is remembered 
that this barren and forbidding region 
was first settled but a few years ago, 
and all the trees, cuttings, and vines, 
had to be imported, from which to 
get a start. At present there are over 
50 varieties of grapes started on trial, 
from which we expect to select those 
best adapted to our soil, climate, and 
markets. Most of the best varieties 
from other countries are included in 
the list of those we have im gf 


The next attraction in fruits was 
the | 


of which there were eight varieties, . 
some of which were large and of 6x-. 
ceedingly fine flavor, so far as their: 
ripeness permitted us to determine. 


number of was suffici- 
ently large to indicate this region as 
one where the will thrive and 
give fruit of 
There-were many specimens of 

APPLES, 
but the season bein: 
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varieties, and the later not being ripe, 
the tasting was not as satisfactory as 
the sight, for many were large and 
fine, Greenings, Spitzenburgs, Ram- 
bos, Baldwins, and many other sorts 
were recognised in the various piles 
and baskets. 

The various hues of 

PEACHES, 
red, purple, yellow, and white, gave a 
pleasant feature to the exhibition, a 
at many specimens being entered. 

e examined many seedlings of great 
size and excellence, without doubt a 
better exhibition of that fruit than 
has previously been made in the Ter- 
ritory. In this section the peach crop 
is far inferior to that of previous sea- 
sons, yet very many new and fine 
seedlings added greatly to that feature 
of the exhibition. 

There were several sorts of 

| PLUMS. 

Imperial Gage, Magnum Bonum, 
Damson, and a species of the wild 

lum were the most attractive. The 

tter was of superior flavor and well 
deserving a place in the orchard and 
nursery. We noticed with pleasure 
one 
POMEGRANATE, 

wn on a small bush in brother 
Oakley's garden. It being immature, 
we were unable to determine its value 
in the list of fruits. 

It was pleasing to notice two lots 
of second crop strawberries, which, 
though now out of season, are always 
in time. 

Why quinces and figs were not on 
exhibition, we are unable to say, for 
we know they are growing in the 
country. The show of | 

TEXTILE FABRICS 

was very fair, and the specimens were 
highly interesting, eclipsing, in many 
instances, eastern manufacture. There 
were cassimeres, casinets, plaids, 
jeans, cottonades, linens, checks, cot- 
ton stripe, hickory, denims, ging- 
hams, osnaburgs, bagging, carpets, 
shawls, coverlets, &c., some specimens 

ing really nice, especially several 
from Rockville and St. George. 

The specimens of 

NEEDLEWORK 
and fancy goods, patchwork, &., were 
not only numerous, but very credita- 


ble, among which we especially noticed 


‘DIXIE FAIR 


a crotched bed spread by a youn y 
in this city, a table 
lady in Virgin City, both of Dixie 
cotton. Some of the specimens of 
patchwork were very intricate and 
beautiful ; also a spread in Berlin 
lace and muslin, a 
uti earth rug of made 
a young lady of St. a 
ful lady’s net, and in fact many other 
articles were well deserving notice. 

There were four specimens of cot~ — 
ton yarn from President Young’s fac- 
tory, excellent, several specimens of 
colors in cotton and wool, a bundle of 
soft yarn, made of dog’s hair, some 
specimens of cotton hose, firm and 
creditable. | 

The vegetable and grain department 
was not so full as one could wish, yet 
the specimens present were as good as 
we have seen in the mountains, in 
many cases. Water-melons large and 
fine, corn, both in stock and ears, 
husked equal to that from the prai- 
ries of lowa, wheat, large, full, and 
clean, a bundle of rice was quite at- 
tractive, and specimens of sorghum, 
large reed canes, near 20 feet in 
length ; specimens of sweet potatoes 
were large, smooth, and fine, and 
merited attraction. | 

The exhibition of manufactures, 
machinery and stock, was rather mea- 
gre, to the discredit of our artisans. 
A few fine specimens of furniture 
from George Lovekin of this city were 
very nice. A waterwheel made by 8. 
Adams was an intricate piece of me- 
chanism. 

There were some specimens of na- 
tive wines from a grower in this city, 
that were highly appreciated by the 
tasting committees, as well as one 
specimen of currant brandy. 

The specimens of castor oil, _ 
manufactured by the Dixie Oil Co., 
were very limpid, clean, and other- 
wise pure, and from the style of tast- 
ing, we doubt whether it could be 
kept long in the house where there are 
children. 

Some fine horses, colts, and hogs, 
were reported by the committee. 

The curiosity department was very 


attractive. 


As we write from memory, we have 
doubtless left unnoticed many deserv- 


ing objects. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Excellent order and decorum were 
bserved throughout, and the utmost 


good feeling prevailed. re 


ranged that each settlement, town, 


and city, separately exhibited their 
fruits. | 


GEORGE 
had the largest and fullest collection, 
comprising the whole list named, also 
almonds. 

WASHINGTON 


exhibited fine specimens of Mission 


grapes, apples, peaches, and plums. 
SANTA CLARA 


had good specimens of white grapes, 
seaken of excellence, and plums. 

TOQUERVILLE, 
claiming to be par-excellence in grow- 
ing fruits, and pes in particular, 
exhibited a lone basket of half-a-dozen 
nice peaches, and three beautiful 
pears from A. E. Dodge. This slack- 
ness shows either a want of interest 
or energy in the citizens in one of the 
most important elements of our pros- 


perity. 

: VIRGIN CITY 
table was supplied with apples, pears, 
and plums of excellent size and quali- 


ty. | 
ROCKVILLE 

exhibited apples, peaches, 

plums ; also, we believe, pears. 
PINE VALLEY . 

as yet grows no fruits. Some fine 


grapes, 


however, were on 


specimens of boards, shingle and lath, 


exhibited a few specimens of Mission 


grapes, peaches, 

It is due to some of the distant set- 
tlements to say, that the difficulty of 
transporting ripe fruit placed them at 
a great disadvantage in quality as well 
as quantity. 

ere were two beautiful specimens 
of delicious honey in the comb—one 
from St. George, the other from Wash= 


ington. 
One hour after the doors were clo- 


sed, all except fruits and eatables were 
removed and doors opened, and exhi- 
bitors were admitted to 


THE FEAST. 


The crowd was rather dense, and 
fruits, pastries, and sweetmeats vanish- 
ed in a magical manner, and in an 
hour the huge pile had melted away. - 

At three o’clock the multitude col- 
lected at the Bowery, and the old and 
the young went forth in the dance till 
all Spe satisfied. 

the evening a very pleasant party 

in the hall finished up the two days’ 
18 the three 
ands—brass, and cotillion, 
for the share of the amusement they 
furnished. + 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


ADVICE TO ParENtTS.—Josh Billings says : 


way he should go, travel that way yourself.” ee 
.—The average length of a life is about 


Facts Human 


28 years. One quarter die previous to the age 


‘‘Tew bring up a child in the 


of seven, one-half before 17. 


y six of every 100 reach the age of 65, and not more than one in 500 lives 
80 years. Of the whole population on the globe it is estimated that 90,000 
die every day, about 3,700 every hour, and 60 every minute, or one every 
second. These losses are more than counterbalanced by the number of births. 
The married are longer lived than the single. The average duration of life in 


all civilized countries is greater now than at any anterior period. | 
the distinguished historian, states that in the year 1685—not an 
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year—the deaths in England were:as ] in 20; but in 1850, 1 to 40. Lupin, a 
well-known French writer, states that the average duration of life in France 

from 1776 to 1846, increased two days annually. The rate of mortality in 178 
was 1 in 29; but in 1850, 1in 40. The rich live on an average 42 years, the 


poor only 30 years. 
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